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cept in the most vague and general sense, the doc-
trine of the influence of the Holy Spirit. If we look
into the Scriptures for information on this particular,
we learn a very different lesson. We are in them
distinctly taught, that " of ourselves we can do no-
thing ;" that " we are hy nature children of wrath,"
and under the power of the evil spirit, our under-
standings being naturally dark, and our hearts averse
from spiritual things; and we are directed to pray
for the influence of the Holy Spirit to enlighten our
understandings, to dissipate our prejudices, to purify
our corrupt minds, and to renew us after the image
of our heavenly Father. It is this influence which
is represented as originally awakening us from slum-
ber, as enlightening us in darkness, as " quickening
us when dead4,"" as "delivering us from the power
of the devil," as drawing us to God, as " trans-
lating us into the kingdom of his dear Son5," as
" creating us anew in Christ Jesus6," as " dwelling
in us, and walking in us7;" so that "putting off
the old man with his deeds," we are to consider our-
selves as " having put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
created him8;" and as those who are to be "an
habitation of God through the Spirit9." It is by
this Divine assistance only that we can grow it
grace, and improve in all holiness. So expressly,
particularly, and repeatedly, does the word of God
inculcate these lessons, that one would think there
was scarcely room for any difference of opinion
among those who admit its authority. Sometimes10
the whole of a Christian's repentance and faith, and
consequent holiness, are ascribed generally to the

* Eph. ii. 1.                 s Col. i. 13.              6 Ephes. ii. 10.

7 2 Cor. vi. 16.             * Col. iii. 9, 10.        9 Ephes. ii. 22.

10 Vide Dr. Doddridge's eight, Sermons on Regeneration, a most
valuable compilation; and M'Laurin's Essay on Divine Grace.